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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OF THE GREATER ROCKFORD AIRPORT AUTHORITY

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Greater Rockford Airport Authority 

was held on Thursday, August 27, 2026, in the Greater Rockford Airport Authority Auditorium, 60 

Airport Drive, Rockford, IL.

Chairman Schablaske called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

Commissioners & 
Legal Counsel

Present GRAA Staff Present Guests/Other Staff 

Pat Agnew X Zack Oakley X Shaquil Manigault, Chartwell
Al Caruana X Michelle Cassaro X
Jake Castanza X Tracey Halbrader X
Paul R. Cicero X Chip Geiger
Dianne Parvin X Kathy Bruggeman X
Mike Schablaske X
Leslie West X
TJ Leake X

Commissioner West moved to approve the minutes of July 23, 2026, Regular Board 

Meeting. Commissioner Agnew seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Agnew then moved to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2026, Planning & 

Finance Committee Meeting. Commissioner West seconded the motion, which was unanimously 

approved.

STAFF REPORTS:

Michelle Cassaro, Deputy Director of Finance and Administration, presented the following:
All resolutions on the agenda were reviewed.
The auditors will be at the Board Meeting next month. 

Zack Oakley, Executive Director, reported the following:
Slides were shown for passenger enplanements
Operations on the international cargo front – the first test flight will occur in November.
Have a call tomorrow with USDA regarding a site visit for cattle exports.
Rich Sale/Menzies flights will move to RFD.
July passenger numbers are up 24% year over year.
Parking lot renovations have begun and moving along well.
46 Airport Drive demolition is complete.  Gives a better view of the airfield.
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OLD BUSINESS:  None 

NEW BUSINESS:  None

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:  
Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-55 approving a one-year 
contract with two one-year options for Snow Removal Support Services to Snow Systems, LLC of 
Wheeling, IL. pending final approval of legal counsel on negotiated terms and conditions. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Cicero and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-56 approving a one-year 
contract with two one-year options for Snow Removal Support Services to Sjostrom and Sons, Inc. 
of Rockford, IL. pending final approval of legal counsel on negotiated terms and conditions. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Cicero and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-57 approving a three-year 
contract with two one-year options for HVAC Services to Complete Mechanical Solutions of Loves 
Park, IL. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-58 approving a three-year 
contract with two one-year options for Surface Pavement Repairs to Sjostrom and Sons, Inc of 
Rockford, IL. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously 
approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-59 approving a blanket 
Purchase Order for Urea for the 2026-27 winter season to Reed Digital Holdings, LLC, of Austin, TX, 
up to the budgeted amount of $186,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cicero and 
was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-60 approving a blanket 
Purchase Order for Sodium Formate for the 2026-27 winter season to Nachurs Alpine Solutions of 
Dublin, OH, up to the budgeted amount of $150,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
West and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-61 approving a blanket 
Purchase Order for Potassium Acetate for the 2026-27 winter season to Cryotech De-Icing 
Technology of Fort Madison, IA. up to the budgeted amount of $112,000. The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-62 approving a blanket 
Purchase Order for replacement brush segments for the 2026-27 winter season to United Rotary 
Brush Corporation of Olathe, KS., up to the budgeted amount of $115,000. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously approved.
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Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-63 approving a blanket 
Purchase Order for New Deal Solid De-Icer for the 2026-27 winter season to New Deal De-Icing of 
Denver, CO. up to the budgeted amount of $275,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Castanza and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-64 approving a contract in the 
amount of $713,270.53 for the expansion of Passenger Parking Lot F to N-Trak Group LLC of Loves 
Park, IL. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-65 approving a Purchase Order 
for a Crafco Patcher 2 applicator to Sherwin Industries of Milwaukee, WI. for a GPO discounted 
price of $86,181.90. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was unanimously 
approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-66 approving a Purchase Order 
for two Arctic Sectional Plows, and two Ear Blanks, from Alta Equipment Company of Tampa, FL.
for a total of $ 57,857.00. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and was 
unanimously approved.

Commissioner Caruana made a motion to approve Resolution #26-67 amending the contract with 
Ringland Johnson Construction for the Operations Office remodel, raising the not to exceed 
amount from $300,000 to $400,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Castanza and 
was unanimously approved.

Commissioner Castanza motioned to enter into executive session pursuant to Section 5 ILCS 
120/2(d) (5) of the Open Meetings Act to discuss the purchase or lease of real property for the use 
of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular 
parcel should be acquired. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Caruana, and a roll call 
vote of all ayes was taken. Executive session was entered at 5:38 pm.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cicero motioned to adjourn. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Castanza. The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm. 


