
 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE 

GREATER ROCKFORD AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Greater Rockford Airport Authority 

was held on Thursday, May 28, 2026, in the Greater Rockford Airport Authority Auditorium, 60 Airport 

Drive, Rockford, IL. 

Chairman Schablaske called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  

Commissioners & 

Legal Counsel 

Present GRAA Staff Present Guests/Other Staff  

Pat Agnew X Zack Oakley X Shaquil Manigault - Chartwell 

Al Caruana X Michelle Cassaro X  

Jake Castanza X Michael Peranich   

Paul R. Cicero X Tracey Halbrader X  

Dianne Parvin X Kathy Bruggeman   

Mike Schablaske X Chip Geiger X  

Leslie West X    

Gino Galluzzo X    

         A motion was made by Commissioner Castanza, seconded by Commissioner Agnew, and was 

unanimously approved to accept the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Commissioners 

on March 26, 2026.  A motion was made by Commissioner Agnew, seconded by Commissioner 

Castanza, and was unanimously approved to accept the minutes of the Planning & Finance 

Committee Meeting on April 16, 2026. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

 

Michelle Cassaro, Deputy Director of Finance and Administration, reported the following: 

• Presented the preliminary financials.  Finance is working through adjustments for review. 

• The auditors will begin their audit on May 1. 

• We have a new IT coordinator starting this week.  His name is Justin Carr. His first order of 

business will be to ensure our audio/visual capabilities are updated and working correctly. 

• We have a new operations specialist starting this week. This will fill all our open positions 

and we are fully staffed.  

• Our business insurance is on the agenda for next month.  Michael Alesia will be presenting 

the final numbers to the board.  

 

Michael Peranich, Director of Operations and Maintenance Manager, reported the following: 

• Group VI Taxiway A Fillet Widening – awaiting FAA grant issuance.  Starting this summer for 

$1M. 
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• Construct Terminal Entrance Road – awaiting Airspace determination. Start date imminent. 

• Rehabilitate Signage & Lighting: July 6 start date.  

Phase 1 only this summer. Renaming of taxiways will occur summer of 2027. $4.01M. 

• Runway painting complete.  Estimates: 2,500 gallons of white, 650 gallons of black.  

• Now painting yellow (hold shorts then taxiways).  Estimates: 2,000 gallons of both yellow 

and black.  

• Airfield Tours for 2026: 35 scheduled, 27 completed. 

• Presented the capital project request form used for any capital projects. 

 

Zack Oakley, Executive Director, reported the following:  

• Showed a video put together by Graham Spencer of the Antonov operation here this month 

unloading a massive transformer.   

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None  

 

NEW BUSINESS:   None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:   

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-29 approving an air service 

incentive package with ALG.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-30 approving a one-year 

Contract with one one-year option, for security services, to Online Security Systems, d/b/a Metro 

Enforcement, of Rockford IL. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-31 approving a Contract in the 

amount of $226,765.50, to Rock Road Companies of Janesville, WI, for the Administration Parking 

Lot Rehabilitation. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously 

approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-32 approving a Contract not to 

exceed $300,000, to Ringland Johnson Construction of Cherry Valley IL, for the update of the 

Operations Office in the terminal. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-33 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $50,000, to West Side Tractor Sales or Rockford IL, for four JRB hydraulic 

couplers to fit our John Deere 824P Wheel Loader. The motion was seconded by Commissioner est 
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and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-34 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $138,869.53, to West Side Tractor Sales of Rockford IL, for one 2026 John 

Deere 324P Compact Loader. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-35 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $800,347.58, to Aebi Schmidt Group of Chilton WI, for one MB3 Front Mount 

Broom.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-36 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $70,550, to Sherwin Industries of Milwaukee WI, for two Sherwin Industries 

Lighted Xs. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-37 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $144,000, Knepp Builders LLC of Montgomery IN, for a used 2013 7280R 

John Deere Tractor. The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously 

approved. 

  

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-38 approving a Contract in the 

amount of $259,350 for the demolition of 46 Airport Drive, to Northern Illinois Services of Rockford 

IL.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-39 approving the Board of 

Commissioners Slate of Officers for May 1, 2026 until April 30, 2027 as follows:  Chairman - Mike 

Schablaske, Vice-Chairman – Jake Castanza, Treasurer – Paul R. Cicero, Secretary – Pat Agnew, 

Assistant Secretary – Dianne Parvin, Commissioner – Leslie West, Commissioner – Al Caruana. The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza motioned to enter into executive session pursuant to Section 5 ILCS 

120/2(d) (5) of the Open Meetings Act to discuss the purchase or lease of real property for the use 

of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular 

parcel should be acquired.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Agnew and a roll call vote 

of all ayes was taken. Executive session was entered. 

 

There being no further business, Commissioner Castanza motioned to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Parvin.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm.  


