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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE 

GREATER ROCKFORD AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Greater Rockford Airport Authority 

was held on Thursday, June 18, 2026, in the Greater Rockford Airport Authority Auditorium, 60 Airport 

Drive, Rockford, IL. 

Chairman Schablaske called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  

Commissioners & 

Legal Counsel 

Present GRAA Staff Present Guests/Other Staff  

Pat Agnew X Zack Oakley X Michael Alesia - Alliant 

Al Caruana X Michelle Cassaro X  

Jake Castanza X Michael Peranich   

Paul R. Cicero X Tracey Halbrader X  

Dianne Parvin X Kathy Bruggeman X  

Mike Schablaske X Chip Geiger X  

Leslie West X    

TJ Leake X    

         A motion was made by Commissioner Castanza, seconded by Commissioner Agnew, and was 

unanimously approved to accept the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Commissioners 

on June 25, 2026.  A motion was made by Commissioner Agnew, seconded by Commissioner 

Castanza, and was unanimously approved to accept the minutes of the Planning & Finance 

Committee Meeting on July 16, 2026. 

STAFF REPORTS: 

 

Tracey Halbrader, Director of Finance and Administration, reported the following: 

• Financial report though May 31.   

o Cash position has decreased over FY2026 amounts. 

o Total revenues exceed expenses by $950 thousand for the month of May. 

o Operating revenues are 11% over budget year to date. 

o Operating expenses are 23.3% under budget year to date. 

o Monthly enplanements set another record year over year. 

o Parking revenue is above what it has been in the past five years.  

 
Michelle Cassaro, Deputy Director of Finance and Administration, reported the following: 

• All resolutions were reviewed.  The terminal entrance road project is 90/10% grant/airport 

split.   

• We have one Operations employee starting next week and then we have all positions filled 

and are fully staffed.    
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• Introduced Shannon Stevens, our new properties manager, to the Board.  

• Attending the Jump Start conference in Chicago next week.  Meetings with several airlines 

are planned.  

 
Zack Oakley, Executive Director, reported the following:  

• Amazon will be making two site improvements this year. 

• Conference in Shanghai next month for the Air Cargo China summit. 

• We are now working with Meantime, a cargo specific PR/Marketing firm.  They set up several 

meetings with cargo carriers, interviews, and distributed a press release on DSV service 

while in China. 

• The FAA air cargo and passenger enplanements for 2025 have been published.  We are now 

the 12th largest air cargo airport.  Our yearly enplanements are up 17% year-over-year for 

the biggest year ever.    

 

OLD BUSINESS:  None  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Michael Alesia – Alliant Insurance Services, Inc. presented the new business 

insurance rates and gave an overview of all changes from 2025.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:   

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-40 approving a Contract for 

Entrance Road reconstruction in the amount of $1,470,454.25 to N-Trak Group LLC of Loves Park, 

IL. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Agnew and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-41 approving a Purchase 

Order not to exceed $106,000 for the sealcoating of two tenant properties.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-42 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $165,807.84 to Sjostrom and Sons Construction of Rockford, IL, for 

pavement repairs to Taxiway F. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Parvin and was 

unanimously approved. 

  

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-43 approving a Purchase 

Order in the amount of $179,461, to Dach Contractors of Rockford, IL for the fencing needed for the 

demolition of 46 Airport Drive.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner West and was 

unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-44 approving a First 

Amendment to the Lease Agreement with Maersk Logistics & Services USA, Inc. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner West and was unanimously approved. 
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Commissioner Castanza made a motion to approve Resolution #26-45 approving business 

insurance renewals for the period beginning July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, as set forth below: 

 

 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Agnew and was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Castanza motioned to enter into executive session pursuant to Section 5 ILCS 

120/2(d) (5) of the Open Meetings Act to discuss the purchase or lease of real property for the use 

of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular 

parcel should be acquired.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner West, and a roll call vote 

of all ayes was taken. Executive session was entered at 5:58 pm. 

 

There being no further business, Commissioner Castanza motioned to adjourn.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Parvin.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:12 pm.  

 

 

 

Coverage Broker/Carrier 2025-2026 2026-2027

Airport General Liability AIG $48,000 $52,788

Property Chubb 208,957          308,110          

Equipment AIG 19,366             21,532             

Crime Hanover Insurance Company 2,568               2,568               

Business Auto Preferred Aviation/AIG 58,022             54,062             

Public Officials/EPLI Greenwich Insurance Company 28,155             28,647             

Storage Tank Crum & Forster 3,117               4,031               

Customs Bond Argonaut Insurance Company 1,000               1,000               

Cyber Liability Coalition 11,104             10,854             

Total Business Insurance 380,289          483,592          

Workers Compensation Beacon Aviation/AmTrust 90,111             119,939          

                                          Total $470,400 $603,531


