
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL  60018
Phone: (847) 294-7336
Fax: (847) 294-7046

December 3, 2024

Greater Rockford Airport Authority

Chicago/Rockford International Airport

C/O Airport Manager

60 Airport Drive

Rockford, IL 61109

RE: Remove and Replace Passenger Boarding Bridges

Dear Airport Sponsor:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the above project at the Chicago/Rockford International 

Airport (RFD) has been approved under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The proposed 

project would remove and replace two passenger boarding bridges that are approaching 20 years old and

are often down for maintenance and parts to repair are hard to find. The two passenger boarding bridges

to be replaced are at gates 3 and 4 and would also include upgrading the electrical service to 

accommodate aircraft support equipment. The work for electrical would take place inside the terminal 

with the connection points for the new bridges, just on the outside face of the building.

Under NEPA, the FAA is required to identify and consider environmental issues when authorizing or 

approving major actions. Based on the review of the action described above, the undersigned has 

determined that the proposed actions are specifically categorically excluded from further NEPA review. 

They fall within the specific items identified in FAA Order 1050.1F 5-6.4(h) and are normally 

categorically excluded from the requirement for formal environmental assessment. The proposed actions 

do not involve any extraordinary circumstances. 

Note that this transmittal is a notification that these projects have been reviewed and cleared only for 

purposes of NEPA review. This is not a notice of final project approval or funding eligibility. Failure to 

comply with all requirements of NEPA may jeopardize your eligibility to receive Federal funds, including 

reimbursement.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 847-294-7354 or 

craig.k.pullins@faa.gov. 

Sincerely,

Craig Pullins

Environmental Protection Specialist

Chicago Airports District Office

CRAIG KENNETH PULLINS Digitally signed by CRAIG KENNETH PULLINS 

Date: 2024.12.03 07:59:37 -06'00'
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Digitally signed by CRAIG 

KENNETH PULLINS 

Date: 2024.12.03 07:57:33 -06'00'
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Illinois-Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

Illinois & Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

1511 47th Ave

Moline, IL 61265-7022

Phone: (309) 757-5800 Fax: (309) 757-5807

In Reply Refer To:

Project Code: 2024-0139989

Project Name: Remove and Replace Passenger Boarding Bridges

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species, as 

well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 

proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 

requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 

Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 

species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 

contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 

federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 

habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 

Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 

completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 

completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 

implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 

through IPaC by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 

ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 

Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 

utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 

species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 

designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 

human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 

evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 

affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 

contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 

listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 

agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 

recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 

within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 

consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 

Species Consultation Handbook" at: https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ 

endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 

under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 

protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 

resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 

information regarding these Acts, see Migratory Bird Permit | What We Do | U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service (fws.gov).

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 

killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 

comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 

applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 

(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 

or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 

their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 

recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 

to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 

that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 

that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 

migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 

Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 

migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 

Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 

planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 

this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 

to our office.
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Attachment(s):

Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 

requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 

any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 

action".

This species list is provided by:

Illinois-Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

Illinois & Iowa Ecological Services Field Office

1511 47th Ave

Moline, IL 61265-7022

(309) 757-5800
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Project Code: 2024-0139989

Project Name: Remove and Replace Passenger Boarding Bridges

Project Type: Airport - Maintenance/Modification

Project Description: The proposed project would be the removal and replacement of two 

Passenger Boarding Bridges at gates 3 and 4. The current equipment is 

approaching 20 years old, one built in 2005 and the other in 2006. Both 

boarding bridge units are often down for maintenance and parts to repair 

are hard to find. The project would also upgrade the electrical service to 

accommodate aircraft support equipment. 

 

Anticipated Project Start Date: October 1, 2024 Anticipated Project End 

Date: May 26, 2025

Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 

www.google.com/maps/@42.2013924,-89.09543332496486,14z

Counties: Winnebago County, Illinois
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES

There is a total of 8 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 

species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 

list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 

Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 

within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 

if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 

office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 

Commerce.

1
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MAMMALS

NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Endangered

BIRDS

NAME STATUS

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: U.S.A. (AL, AR, CO, FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, LA, MI, MN, MS, MO, NC, 

NM, OH, SC, TN, UT, VA, WI, WV, western half of WY)

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Experimental 

Population, 

Non- 

Essential

INSECTS

NAME STATUS

Hine's Emerald Dragonfly Somatochlora hineana
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7877

Endangered

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Bombus affinis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9383

Endangered

FLOWERING PLANTS

NAME STATUS

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera leucophaea
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601

Threatened

Prairie Bush-clover Lespedeza leptostachya
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4458

Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 

JURISDICTION.
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YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 

ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION

Agency: Private Entity

Name: Patrick Riley

Address: 550 N Commons Dr. Suite 116

City: Aurora

State: IL

Zip: 60504

Email priley@cmtengr.com

Phone: 6309077047



Applicant: IDNR Project Number:

Address:

Contact: Patrick Riley

550 N Commons Dr
Aurora, IL 60504

Date:

Project:
Address:

RFD - Remove and Replace Passenger Boarding Bridges
60 Airport Dr, Rockford

Description: The proposed project would be the removal and replacement of two Passenger Boarding 
Bridges at gates 3 and 4. The current equipment is approaching 20 years old, one built in 2005 and the 
other in 2006. Both boarding bridge units are often down for maintenance and parts to repair are hard 
to find. The project would also upgrade the electrical service to accommodate aircraft support 
equipment.

Anticipated Project Start Date: October 1, 2024 Anticipated Project End Date: May 26, 2025

09/05/2024

2503354Patrick Riley

Natural Resource Review Results
Consultation for Endangered Species Protection and Natural Areas Preservation (Part 1075)

The Illinois Natural Heritage Database shows the following protected resources may be in the vicinity of the 
project location:

Bell Bowl Prairie INAI Site

Rock River Rockford Segment INAI Site

Black-Billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus)

Gravel Chub (Erimystax x-punctatus)

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis)

Wetland Review (Part 1090)

The Illinois Wetlands Inventory does not show wetlands within 250 feet of the project location.

An IDNR staff member will evaluate this information and contact you to request additional information 
or to terminate consultation if adverse effects are unlikely.

Location
The applicant is responsible for the 
accuracy of the location submitted 
for the project.

County: Winnebago

Township, Range, Section:

43N, 1E, 14

Government Jurisdiction
IL Environmental Protection Agency
WPC/PS
1021 North Grand Avenue East
Springfield, Illinois 62794 -9276

IL Department of Natural Resources 
Contact
Adam Rawe
217-785-5500
Division of Ecosystems & Environment

Page 1 of 2



Disclaimer

The Illinois Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or 
condition of natural resources in Illinois. This review reflects the information existing in the Database at the time 
of this inquiry, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a 
substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for environmental assessments. If additional 
protected resources are encountered during the project’s implementation, compliance with applicable statutes 
and regulations is required.

Terms of Use

By using this website, you acknowledge that you have read and agree to these terms. These terms may be 
revised by IDNR as necessary. If you continue to use the EcoCAT application after we post changes to these 
terms, it will mean that you accept such changes. If at any time you do not accept the Terms of Use, you may not 
continue to use the website.

1. The IDNR EcoCAT website was developed so that units of local government, state agencies and the public 
could request information or begin natural resource consultations on-line for the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Act, Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act, and Illinois Interagency Wetland Policy Act. EcoCAT uses 
databases, Geographic Information System mapping, and a set of programmed decision rules to determine if 
proposed actions are in the vicinity of protected natural resources. By indicating your agreement to the Terms of 
Use for this application, you warrant that you will not use this web site for any other purpose.

2. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this website are strictly prohibited and 
may be punishable under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 and/or the National Information 
Infrastructure Protection Act.

3. IDNR reserves the right to enhance, modify, alter, or suspend the website at any time without notice, or to 
terminate or restrict access.

Security

EcoCAT operates on a state of Illinois computer system. We may use software to monitor traffic and to identify 
unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information, to cause harm or otherwise to damage this 
site. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this server is strictly prohibited by law. 

Unauthorized use, tampering with or modification of this system, including supporting hardware or software, may 
subject the violator to criminal and civil penalties. In the event of unauthorized intrusion, all relevant information 
regarding possible violation of law may be provided to law enforcement officials.

Privacy

EcoCAT generates a public record subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Otherwise, IDNR 
uses the information submitted to EcoCAT solely for internal tracking purposes.

Page 2 of 2
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Aurora, IL 60504 

RE: RFD - Remove and Replace Passenger Boarding Bridges  
       Project Number(s): 2503354  
       County: Winnebago 

Dear Applicant:

Adam Rawe
Division of Ecosystems and Environment
217-785-5500

September 09, 2024

Patrick Riley
Patrick Riley
550 N Commons Dr

This letter is in reference to the project you recently submitted for consultation. The natural resource 
review provided by EcoCAT identified protected resources that may be in the vicinity of the proposed 
action. The Department has evaluated this information and concluded that adverse effects are unlikely. 
Therefore, consultation under 17 Ill. Adm. Code Part 1075 and 1090 is terminated.

Consultation for Part 1075 is valid for two years unless new information becomes available that was 
not previously considered; the proposed action is modified; or additional species, essential habitat, or 
Natural Areas are identified in the vicinity. If the project has not been implemented within two years of 
the date of this letter, or any of the above listed conditions develop, a new consultation is necessary. 
Consultation for Part 1090 (Interagency Wetland Policy Act) is valid for three years.

The natural resource review reflects the information existing in the Illinois Natural Heritage Database 
and the Illinois Wetlands Inventory at the time of the project submittal, and should not be regarded as a 
final statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a substitute for detailed site surveys or 
field surveys required for environmental assessments. If additional protected resources are encountered 
during the project’s implementation, you must comply with the applicable statutes and regulations. 
Also, note that termination does not imply IDNR's authorization or endorsement of the proposed 
action.

Please contact me if you have questions regarding this review.

JB Pritzker, Governor

Natalie Phelps Finnie, Director

Ad R
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